
Key Key CompetencesCompetences

London July 2007London July 2007
Chris Van WoenselChris Van Woensel

www.ond.vlaanderen.be/dvo/english/index.htmwww.ond.vlaanderen.be/dvo/english/index.htm

European UnionEuropean Union

European UnionEuropean Union

Recommendation of the European ParlementRecommendation of the European Parlement

and the Council on Key Competences forand the Council on Key Competences for

lifelong learning (2006)lifelong learning (2006)

Communication in the mother tongueCommunication in the mother tongue

Communication in the foreign languagesCommunication in the foreign languages

Mathematical competence and basic competences inMathematical competence and basic competences in

science and technologyscience and technology

European UnionEuropean Union

Digital competenceDigital competence

Learning to learnLearning to learn

Interpersonal, intercultural and socialInterpersonal, intercultural and social

competencesand civic competencecompetencesand civic competence

EntrepreneurshipEntrepreneurship

Cultural expressionCultural expression



BelgiumBelgium

 French speaking region

     about 4 mio

 Dutch speaking region

about 6 mio

 German speaking region

about 0,1 mio

Belgium = Federal state

-Federal government

-Regional governments

• three regions

• three communities

• four language areas

• surface : 30 518 km2

FlandersFlanders

Gent

L

e

u

v

e

n

Antwerpen
Ieper

Education in FlandersEducation in Flanders

1989: the responsability for Education is1989: the responsability for Education is

given to the Communitiesgiven to the Communities

1991 : decree concerning the1991 : decree concerning the

inspectorate, department for educationalinspectorate, department for educational

development and the pedagogicaldevelopment and the pedagogical

counselling servicescounselling services

The decree reflects an opinion on qualityThe decree reflects an opinion on quality

and management of qualityand management of quality



Quality in EducationQuality in Education

School audits        Guidance/counselling

(Inspectorate)          (Pedagogical  advisory services)

Core Curriculum/ CurriculumCore Curriculum/ Curriculum

DivisionDivision

Scientifically well-founded advice toScientifically well-founded advice to
Flemish government and minister ofFlemish government and minister of
educationeducation

Proposals:Proposals:

Development course structureDevelopment course structure

Core curriculum (final objectives)Core curriculum (final objectives)

Occupational profiles teachers and basicOccupational profiles teachers and basic
competencescompetences

Final objectivesFinal objectives

Proposals : Curriculum DivisionProposals : Curriculum Division

Advice : the Flemish Education CouncilAdvice : the Flemish Education Council

Decision: the Flemish GovernmentDecision: the Flemish Government

Ratification: the Flemish ParliamentRatification: the Flemish Parliament

Implementation:Implementation:

Umbrella organisationsUmbrella organisations

Schools and teachersSchools and teachers

Final ObjectivesFinal Objectives

19971997 decree concerning developmental decree concerning developmental

objectives and final objectives objectives and final objectives elementaryelementary

education (age 2,5 education (age 2,5 –– 12) 12)

19961996 decree concerning developmental decree concerning developmental

objectives and final objectives objectives and final objectives secondarysecondary

education 1st stage (age 12 education 1st stage (age 12 –– 14) 14)

20022002 decree concerning developmental decree concerning developmental

objectives and final objectives objectives and final objectives secondarysecondary

education 2nd and 3rd stage (age 14 education 2nd and 3rd stage (age 14 –– 18) 18)



Final objectivesFinal objectives

Subject related final objectivesSubject related final objectives

DutchDutch

Expressive artsExpressive arts

Foreign languages (French/English)Foreign languages (French/English)

GeographyGeography

HistoryHistory

MathematicsMathematics

Natural SciencesNatural Sciences

Physical EducationPhysical Education

TechnologyTechnology

SECONDARY EDUCATION          BASIC  EDUCATION

Final objectivesFinal objectives

Cross-curricular competencesCross-curricular competences

Learning to learnLearning to learn

Social skillsSocial skills

Education for citizenshipEducation for citizenship

Health educationHealth education

Environmental educationEnvironmental education

Expressive Expressive ––creative education (2nd &3th stage)creative education (2nd &3th stage)

Technical-technological education (2nd & 3thTechnical-technological education (2nd & 3th
stage general education)stage general education)

ICT competences ( 1st stage/september 2007)ICT competences ( 1st stage/september 2007)

SECONDARY EDUCATION          BASIC  EDUCATION

Cross-curricular final objectivesCross-curricular final objectives

Refer to competences that do not belongRefer to competences that do not belong
to the content of one or more subjects, butto the content of one or more subjects, but
that can be taught, practised and appliedthat can be taught, practised and applied
in it, such as learning to learn and socialin it, such as learning to learn and social
skillsskills

Schools are obliged to make efforts withSchools are obliged to make efforts with
regard to these final objectives: they mustregard to these final objectives: they must
try to realise them to the highest possibletry to realise them to the highest possible
extent in their pupilsextent in their pupils

Flanders in Europe (1)Flanders in Europe (1)

Language Policy documentLanguage Policy document

Two foreign languages (English, French) forTwo foreign languages (English, French) for

all pupils ( in secondary education)all pupils ( in secondary education)

Revision of the final objectives languagesRevision of the final objectives languages

Strengtening the competence in DutchStrengtening the competence in Dutch

Science and technologyScience and technology

Revision of the final objectives Science andRevision of the final objectives Science and

TechnologyTechnology



Low
Performance

High
Mathematics performance

Low performance

Low social equity

High performance

Low social equity

Low performance

High social equity

High performance

High social equity

ItalyPortugal

LatviaUnited States
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Flanders in Europe (2)Flanders in Europe (2)

Interpersonal, intercultural and socialInterpersonal, intercultural and social

competences and civic competencecompetences and civic competence

Cross-curricular objectives Cross-curricular objectives ‘‘social skillssocial skills’’ and and

‘‘education for citizenshipeducation for citizenship’’

EntrepreneurshipEntrepreneurship

Not explicitly named, but present in other sujects andNot explicitly named, but present in other sujects and

themesthemes

Cultural expressionCultural expression

Subject in secondary education 1st stageSubject in secondary education 1st stage

Cross-curricular in 2nd and 3th stageCross-curricular in 2nd and 3th stage

Learning to learnLearning to learn
European recommendationEuropean recommendation

Learning to learn meansLearning to learn means

To organise oneTo organise one’’s own learning (= effectives own learning (= effective
management of time and information)management of time and information)

Awareness of oneAwareness of one’’s own learning processs own learning process

To handle obstacles in order to learnTo handle obstacles in order to learn
successfullysuccessfully

To gain, process and assimilate newTo gain, process and assimilate new
knowledgeknowledge

To seek and make use of guidanceTo seek and make use of guidance

To be motivated and have self confidenceTo be motivated and have self confidence

Learning to learnLearning to learn

FlandersFlanders

Final objectives concerningFinal objectives concerning

1. Views about learning1. Views about learning

2. Acquiring and processing information2. Acquiring and processing information

acquiring informationacquiring information

processing informationprocessing information

solving problemssolving problems

studystudy



Learning to learnLearning to learn

FlandersFlanders

3. Regulating the learning process3. Regulating the learning process

4. Capacity to choose4. Capacity to choose

Self-concept clarificationSelf-concept clarification

Widening horizonsWidening horizons

Optional strategiesOptional strategies

Environmental influencesEnvironmental influences

ICT competencesICT competences

ICT competencesICT competences

Secondary education 1Secondary education 1steste stage stage

PupilsPupils

1. have a positive attitude towards ICT and are willing to1. have a positive attitude towards ICT and are willing to
use ICT in support of their learning.use ICT in support of their learning.

2. use ICT in a safe, sensible and appropriate way.2. use ICT in a safe, sensible and appropriate way.

3. are able to practise independently in an ICT supported3. are able to practise independently in an ICT supported
learning environment.learning environment.

4. are able to learn independently in an ICT supported4. are able to learn independently in an ICT supported
learning environment.learning environment.

5. are able to use ICT to express their own ideas in a5. are able to use ICT to express their own ideas in a
creative way.creative way.

ICT competences (2)ICT competences (2)

6. can retrieve, process and save digital information by6. can retrieve, process and save digital information by
means of ICT.means of ICT.

7. are able to use ICT in presenting information to7. are able to use ICT in presenting information to
others.others.

8. are able to use ICT to communicate in a safe, sensible8. are able to use ICT to communicate in a safe, sensible
and appropriate way.and appropriate way.

9. are able to make an adequate choice out of different9. are able to make an adequate choice out of different
ICT applications depending on the objective to beICT applications depending on the objective to be
reached.reached.

10. are willing to adjust their actions based on reflection10. are willing to adjust their actions based on reflection
upon the use of ICT by themselves or othersupon the use of ICT by themselves or others



Quality in EducationQuality in Education

School audits        Guidance/counselling

(Inspectorate)          (Pedagogical  advisory services)

School audits / inspectorateSchool audits / inspectorate

ApproveApprove of the  of the curricula curricula developeddeveloped  byby  EducationalEducational
NetworksNetworks

SchoolSchool  auditsaudits::

Check the Check the achievementachievement//pursuit  pursuit  of of the core curriculumthe core curriculum

Whole school reviews, audits by teams of inspectorsWhole school reviews, audits by teams of inspectors

CIPO-tool (context, input, process, output)CIPO-tool (context, input, process, output)

ControlControl  - proper - proper useuse of school time of school time

                               -  - applicationapplication of  of languagelanguage  lawslaws

                                - - educationaleducational  equipmentequipment

                                - - hygienehygiene of  of accomodationaccomodation

PolicyPolicy  recommendationsrecommendations (report) (report)

Level 

1 - 2 - 3 - 4
Level 

1 - 2 - 3 - 4

Level 

1 - 2 - 3 - 4

Development of vision

Implementation

Evaluation and 
adjustment

Phases

Level 

1 - 2 - 3 - 4

Level 

1 - 2 - 3 - 4

Structural conditions                  Scope

Criteria

Cross - curricular objectives

Evaluation
Pedagogical Advisory ServicesPedagogical Advisory Services

Organised by the umbrella organisationsOrganised by the umbrella organisations

Tasks:Tasks:

provide support for schools and teachers inprovide support for schools and teachers in

implementing policy measuresimplementing policy measures

develop initiatives to enhance quality indevelop initiatives to enhance quality in

educationeducation

organise in-service trainingorganise in-service training



Key Competences in the FrenchKey Competences in the French

speaking Communityspeaking Community

1997 decree on secondary Education1997 decree on secondary Education

‘‘socles des compétencessocles des compétences””  (framework of  (framework of
competences)competences)

Progammes and educational projectsProgammes and educational projects
should contribute toshould contribute to

Learning, deepening and mastering theLearning, deepening and mastering the
French languageFrench language

Learning mathematical toolsLearning mathematical tools

Communicating in foreign languagesCommunicating in foreign languages

Key Competences in the FrenchKey Competences in the French

speaking Communityspeaking Community

Acquiring insight in science and technologyAcquiring insight in science and technology
and their interdependenceand their interdependence

Passing on cultural heritage in all aspects andPassing on cultural heritage in all aspects and
discover other culturesdiscover other cultures

protecting the memory of events which help toprotecting the memory of events which help to
understand the past and the present in theunderstand the past and the present in the
perspective of  personal and collectiveperspective of  personal and collective
commitment to the democratic principles andcommitment to the democratic principles and
valuesvalues

Key Competences in the speakingKey Competences in the speaking

CommunityCommunity

The importance of arts, education in mediaThe importance of arts, education in media

and fysical expressionand fysical expression

Understanding of living conditions, history,Understanding of living conditions, history,

and more specific the reasons andand more specific the reasons and

consequences of the european unificationconsequences of the european unification

Understanding  the belgian political systemUnderstanding  the belgian political system


