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ELearning Regions and Cities
17-18 May 2004, La Rochelle, France

Welcome to the 2nd international conference on quality in (e)learning, innovation and regional development

Dear Colleagues,

We have great pleasure in welcoming you to the second eLearning Regions and Cities Conference, organised within the framework of the SEEL project.  

The aim of this conference is to bring together practitioners from the public and private sectors, researchers, and policy makers, in order to continue the debate on key issues of quality and (e)learning, and develop the roadmap for future activities in the context of learning regions. 
The SEEL project has been concerned to explore the following issues: 

· E-learning: How can we maximise the use of knowledge, information and learning technologies to develop a knowledge Europe? How can we develop e-learning regions and cities? Is there a place for local and regional initiatives and players in a global market? What are the benefits for citizens in this new context?

· Quality: What quality models apply in a knowledge economy and society? What responsibilities do regions, cities and public authorities have in assuring quality for learning individuals, organisations and communities? How can we reconcile innovation and quality assurance?

We are delighted to be able to report that project partners, who represent seven European countries, have produced key tools to assist the development of e-learning regions and cities, following extensive research and consultation exercises with regional representative. 

The aim of the Benchmarking Tool is to help regions to identify and reflect on strategies and actions that will help to improve their performance in promoting quality in eLearning. Regions will be able to position themselves against indicators, and when ready, carry out comparative exercises with other regions. Quality Guidelines will enable regions to assess and develop their policy and practice in four areas: learning strategy and innovation; supporting learners and organisations; e-learning delivery and learning resource providers. The establishment of the first two Regional Centres of Excellence (Quality Centres) in Poitou-Charentes, France, and Yorkshire, UK, based on the project’s detailed strategic framework, provides the basis for a self-sustainable network of centres.
The project has also seen the development of a prototype Quality Award, which will be formally launched during this year’s conference, where we recognise the achievement of our first candidates. From next year, the Conference will be held in different European Capitals and we invite candidatures.

We have a very full programme during these two days. Speakers include representatives of international organisations, the European Commission, professional associations, regional governments, educational establishments, consultancies and industry. You will also have ample opportunity to contribute your own expertise, experience and ideas throughout the event to advance the vital debate on the role of e-learning in the development of learning regions and cities.  Parallel workshops and open discussions will allow smaller groups of participants to explore particular themes. In the coffee area you will find posters inviting collaboration among regions. 

 Plenary and parallel sessions in the amphitheatre are to be recorded. They will be freely available on the SEEL project webspace. We should be grateful if you could indicate your permission to be videoed on the form enclosed in the delegate pack. All presentations and a report on all sessions will be made available after the Conference.

We hope that you enjoy the event, that you leave with ideas and methods that you can apply to your own practice, and that we shall have the opportunity to work together following the conference.
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