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To illuminate, intrigue, diverse and sway was an immense expectation of the ePortfolio but it did not fail to reward even the most skeptical of us. Therefore the objective of this abstract is to identify and discuss the usage of ePortfolio within the development and growth of a group of student teachers; analyse how this technology built a community and encouraged and supported reflection, self development and advanced theoretical learning.

This academic year has enabled a group of virtual strangers to create a community and begin on individual and communal aspirations that will endeavour to bring lifelong learning development to all. Twelve student teachers began a reflective journey, all with similar goals and ambitions but ultimately will travel varied paths in their attainment. Through the adoption of pebblePad, the University’s electronic portfolio, an online learning and teaching environment was created. Students have identified this innovative dimension to their learning as not only a support mechanism but metaphorically as a lifeboat, ski slope, roller coaster and flowering tree illustrating individual and communal vivid, turbulent but mostly rewarding journeys. 

Initially the thought for many of the cohort on becoming reflective practitioners through the use of ePortfolio was a ‘frightening’ and ‘reluctant’ process, as individual’s previous learning experiences were derived from traditionally formal learning methods. Some were apprehensive on adapting an IT element to the already difficult task of reflection, however this was now to be challenged and individuals were encouraged and drawn to contribute in a non formal and informal learning environment. Whether actively participating in online discussions or watching from the sideline, an influential, creative, supportive and safe place was born. Difficulties and perceptions of theories, clarification of learning abilities and sharing of critical incidents were discussed and respected by all. What initially seemed a daunting unattainable task for many dramatically transformed into a communal and individual environment enabling all students to express, stretch and face experiences. Each ePortfolio was developed through individual expression, learning preference, time constraint and need. Enabling students to express the ability to feel in control of their learning and ‘not being left behind’ due to their dyslexia or other learning curves only confirms the incredible differentiation attribute ePortfolio offers. In addition there were numerous students who felt their ePortfolio and the communal blog area provided support, comfort, bonding, inspiration and ultimately reflection a resource that enabled individuals to showcase their abilities whilst learning and developing new intriguing skills.

So how did this all begin? Rapidly, abundantly, overwhelmingly. Although cautious in the initial approach of building, sharing and discussing our individual ePortfolios, once experienced it became contagious to all. The only competencies deemed necessary to participate were that of communication although arguably this happened on many different and varying levels. It was inspirational to meet individuals in the blog who triggered an untapped reflection that then could be transported to individual development and help in the identification of strengths and opportunities. Few imagined that the pebblePad ePortfolio was to be one of the few constants in an influential year that stretched and portrayed our thoughts and experiences. Many of the groups peers considered them incredibly fortunate and a little jealous of the communal blog, as they saw growth and unbiased support both of which has continuously developed an unwavering appreciation of this radical learning environment. The ePortfolio has acted as a gateway through which individual and group developmental needs have been addressed, not only from peer support but through formative assessment of reflective work. The ability to receive instant, relevant and personalised assessment has been influential to many and ‘has made the journey that little easier to follow’. 

A community has been created that has offered support to many on varying levels, pregnancy, fear, dyslexia, time, space, IT novice, frustration and criticism. Through utlising the weblog an online journal feature of pebblePad the group were all able to grow as reflective writers and enter a shared space that was free from ‘ridicule’. 

All students have taken ownership of individual and communal ePortfolios and many have utlised this to catapult and achieve their development and learning objectives. So why does it work? ePortfolio offers support in many facets and conforms to no rule book, whether it is day or night, light relief after a hard days teaching or simply a place for laughter and compassion ePortfolio enables us all to take full ownership of our aspirations and gives us all the ability to adopt a ‘lurker’ position when necessary. 


Although informal in its approach to facilitating reflection, ePortfolio has enabled a flexible but structured approach to further in-depth research of poetry, metaphors, theoretical works and standardised and innovative learning methods all of which are often confined to the restraints of a traditional classroom. These could now be analysed, discussed and shared within the pebblePad environment and illustrated the ways in which the ePortfolio was used as contributor to formal learning without traditional pressure to answer/talk back immediately and support individual response from everyone, something that rarely happened in a classroom learning environment. 

The ongoing dialogue in the ePortfolio has been key in developing reflective skills as the community created within the ePortfolio could not have been achieved in the 2 ½ hrs that the group met physically in the classroom. Sharing reflections of others has enabled the cohort to individually look at themselves differently; whilst the initial concept of displaying thoughts to others was somewhat scary, inhibitions soon evaporated. Without the e-portfolio and the dialogue with peers and tutor the journey to becoming reflective writers would have been much harder and definitely a much lonelier road to travel.


The cohort is now entering its final journey and the ePortfolio has shifted in how it now supports these individuals. The objective and desire of all student teachers has been to their developments, reflection upon their progress, the stretching of their skills, entering uncharted waters and feeling a sense of accomplishment in the completion of the course. However even though it is a final journey it is a journey with new direction, a year has been spent where each individual within the cohort has experienced the floaty highs and turbulent lows but through it all have had the unfailing support and direction indicators to forge forward. Therefore the cohort believes to continue in challenging our future educational and professional development and encourage future adoption of the ePortfolio programme, all are determined to continue their contribution to the ePortfolio. As one student identified, this journey was made together, it would not been have made so easily without each other and the adventures which have been shared using PebblePad. This group has all followed the same path together, sometimes at their own pace and other times hand in hand. It is recognised that the e-portfolio allows for growth and development through a media still to be discovered within the wider academic context. This tool will continue to be a support network as further steps are taken to secure their future within the teaching community as there is now a community that has developed a meaningful understanding of sustainability of the individual and group lifelong learning community.
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