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The Centre for the Study of Learning
and Performance

• The CSLP is a provincial research centre of excellence based at
Concordia University.

• Our approach focuses on evidence-based policy making and
practice.

• We use an iterative process of research, design, development and
further research, learning from our own experiences and
transferring such knowledge into practice.

• We provide opportunities for our partners, in particular, and the
educational community, in general, to have active input into all
phases of these projects.

• Our partners experience ownership over the outcomes and learn
more about effective pedagogical practices.
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CSLP Software Tools:
How can technology support learning and

performance?
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Our Portfolio Project

• Multi-year, multi-disciplinary, collaborative,
province-wide project.

• Will increase our understanding of the impact
of portfolios on self-regulated learning, through
the design of a suite of tools based on sound
theoretical principles and faithful to student-
centred curriculums.

• Hope to collect data on portfolio use (quantity
and quality) and on student learning outcomes.
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What is Self-Regulation?
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Baseline: Teachers
• Data collected from 14 teachers within six

school boards
Most teachers (12) were in the beginning stage of
using digital portfolios

Reported use of the software was once per week (3),
twice per week (3) and three times per week (3).

Majority used it in Language Arts (11), 2 in Math, 1
in History

Many used software in grades 6-8 (7), although
grade level ranged from grades 1-8.
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Baseline: Students
• Analysis of 152/185 student portfolios revealed:

Majority of portfolios (24%) had one piece of work
stored. Over half contained from none to three pieces of
work.

Majority of portfolios (55%) did not use the goal-setting
feature of the software. Twenty-nine percent of portfolios
had one goal and 16% of portfolios had two to six goals.

Majority (66%) did not use the reflection feature of the
tool. Thirty-four percent of the portfolios contained from
1 to 8 reflections.

The conference feature of the tool was used in only 19%
of the portfolios, mostly by peers.
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Baseline: Reactions
• Students were excited with the tool and asked to use it

repeatedly. They liked the ability to personalize their
portfolios and the fact that they could share them.

• Teachers had very positive comments with regard to
the use of the tool, esp for students with special needs.

• Challenges:

Required a lot of in-class support, esp. in early grades. One
teacher used cross-age student mentoring. Others paired up
struggling students with more competent ones

Some found it difficult to integrate EP into curriculum on a
daily basis. Due to: lack of time, technical problems, lack of
in-class support and lack of access to equipment.

• Parents were also positive.
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• Web-based, bilingual e-portfolio software that
is both a learning (process) and showcase
(presentation) portfolio tool.

• Level 1: Grades 1-2; Level 2: Grades 3-6;

    Level 3: Secondary

• Designed to encourage self-regulated learners
in elementary and secondary schools.

• It is available at no charge to schools.
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     Overview
Students can:
• Learn to set general goals for a term and more specific

learning goals for a task.

• Learn to collect, select and organize their work within a
digital portfolio;

• Learn to reflect on their learning meaningfully and to
comment constructively on the work of their peers.

• Track their reading and music development, or oral
presentation skills by recording directly into the computer;

• Learn basic word processing commands through use of a
text editor;

• Archive selected artifacts within a Presentation Portfolio
over the course of their education.
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      Overview, cont’d

Parents can:

• Track their child’s learning;
and

• Become actively involved in
their child’s education
through the provision of
feedback on their child’s
portfolio or individual work
stored within their child’s
portfolio.

Teachers can:
• Create their own portfolios;

• Provide feedback on students’
goals, work and reflections;

• Track the development of
their students’ learning over a
term, a year, or a cycle;

• Model effective practices
related to goal setting,
reflection and conferencing.
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Home page: Level 1
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Reading
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Writing
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Presenting
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Home page: Levels 2 and 3
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Customizing
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Themes
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Artifacts
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Viewing an Artifact
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Viewing an Artifact
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Sharing
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Work Space
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Create Work
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Create Work
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Presenting
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Professional Development & Support

• Materials for both students
and teachers should
address the how, when
and why of goal setting,
planning, monitoring and
reflecting

• PD for teachers should
include printed as well as
online formats

• Using Grayling’s (2002)
five key characteristics:
Context specific; Useful;
Obvious to invoke; Non-
Intrusive; Easily Available
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Professional Development

Resources    In-context Help
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Research
• Current funding will allow us to:

Measure the impact of ePEARL on teachers’ ability
to encourage and support self-regulated learning.

Discover necessary improvements for ePEARL and
additional ways to promote teacher professional
development within the software.

Measure the impact of ePEARL use on key
processes such as self-regulation for students,
including special needs and at-risk students.

Measure the impact of ePEARL use on such
important learning outcomes as literacy skills.
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Learn More

• Visit our websites:

http://doe.concordia.ca/cslp

http://grover.concordia.ca/eportfolio/promo/

• Contact us:

Anne Wade - wada@education.concordia.ca

Phil Abrami - abrami@education.concordia.ca

Bev White - bwhite@learnquebec.ca


