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Session with Dr. Evangeline Harris Stefanakis

This session will address how to best assess and teach all students K-16 using e-portfolios, including those who are bilingual and have special education needs to combine formal and informal assessments. First, it will briefly summarize what research says about how to best assess students with diverse language and learning needs (Stefanakis, 1999). Then it present six case studies of students digital portfolios from NY city public schools showing their use as an alternate assessment for English language learners and students with disabilities.  Finally it will present case studies of undergraduate students in education who have compiled their academic training with professional experience as educators.

This developmental portrait of e-portfolios across different stages of learning demonstrates frameworks for design and development of comprehensive assessment systems to make learning visible. These six case studies of students  digital portfolios, used as reflective tools, will also illustrate exemplars of how multiple formats for assessment can be developed to observe, document and keep track of student learning. This session will summarize case studies that demonstrate a comprehensive assessment system using portfolios and new technologies that respond to the complex social, political, cultural and linguistic factors related to language and learning. 

The power of portfolios, as a way to sit beside the learner to see their assets will be described through sharing  case studies via the e-portfolio of students from the ages of 12-25 years in public schools, private schools and university settings. Overall, this session will describe and demonstrate the work of a collection of educators who link curriculum and assessment through the use of digital portfolios. It will present DVD and CD images to demonstrate the power of portfolios as a tool for observing, documenting and keeping track of student progress
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