
ePortfolios: an 
overview

KEYPAL Slovenian Workshop
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EIFEL - Europortfolio
� EIFEL is the European Institute for eLearning created in 2001

� We are non for profit professional association with members from
around Europe

� Committed to supporting the continuing professional development of
our members

� There are 7 members of staff based in different areas of France

� EIFEL is leading the Europortfolio consortium (www.europortfolio.org) 
coordinating and promoting ePortfolio developments in Europe and
beyond

� We organise an annual International Conference on the ePortfolio and
national events



What problem are we trying to solve with
ePortfolios

� How do we learn?
� By following a course?

� How do we identify learning and make its outcomes
visible?
� By testing and assessing

� How do we get this learning and outcomes recognised?
� By getting accreditation

Process

Product - outcomes

Validation



ePortfolios supporting the learning flow

� How do we identify that learning is taking place?
� By supporting and recording the process: reflection, 

experimentation…

� How do we make learning and its outcomes visible?
� By providing evidence of skills and achievements video, audio…

� How do we get this learning and outcomes recognised?
� By getting 3rd Party validation

Online journals, 
blogs…

Capturing via video, 
audio…

Feedback on outcomes, 
comments…



What is an ePortfolio used for

� Learning or development portfolio

Process � product � validation

� Presentation portfolio

Process � product � validation

� Assessment portfolio

Process � product � validation
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Abilities Audit
Module 1

Initial Diagnostic 
Assessment

Transferred
From College

Careers 
Action Plan

Careers 
Meeting

Reflections
Module 1

Feedback
Module 1

My Thoughts

S
em

es
te

r 
1

S
em

ester 2

Presentation
Module 4

Placement
Action Plan

Placement
CV

Placement
Experience

Placement
Reflections

Placement
Report

My Thoughts
Feedback
Module 5

Work
Experience

Officer
SU

Personal Tutor
Meeting

Personal
Stuff

Growing Asset Store
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•Students use multimedia authoring 
software to create their own individual E-
Me - their content – their style and format
•Multimedia transcript of learning and 
achievement (E-Me)
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Evidence of Performance not a problem
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Keep in mind...
� An ePortfolio is also...

� a webfolio or cyberfolio
� a personal learning space
� a digital me
� an eMe
� ....

� There is not 1 type of ePortfolio tool or format

� ePortfolio is not ‘new’ technology

� ePortfolio must ‘empower’ the learner by putting him/her in 
control of his learning



Key-PAL

Key Skills Portfolio Assisted Learning



Key facts about KEYPAL

� ‘Grundtvig’ Project supported via the EU DG Education & 
Culture Socrates Programme

� Project Budget 305K€

� 2 year project from Oct 04 to Sept 06

� 9 project partners from 5 countries

� Target group: young adults without formal qualifications 
and/or outside formal education



Meet the KEYPAL Partners!

� EIfEL(FR)  – Coordinating partner

� Ecole de la Deuxième Chance (FR) - Pilot activities

� Edinburgh University Settlement (UK) – Pilot activities and leading
standards and guidelines work

� Careers Wales North West (UK) – Pilot activities and Leading Benchmarking
work

� The MRS Consultancy Ltd (UK) – Pilot coordination

� Slovenian Institute for Adult Education (SI) –Pilot activities 

� Deutsches Rotes Kreuz (D) – Pilot activities

� Ynternet (CH) – Pilot activties and ePortfolio user guidelines 



Objective

� to establish the relevance and potential impact 
of the ePortfolio for the development and 
assessment of key-skills

� to explore how the ePortfolio can support the 
integration of young adults into the world of 
work and training by valorising their learning 
experience



KEYPAL results

� Benchmarking report on basic and key skills in EU

� Keyskills self- assessment questionnaire

� User guide to ePortfolios on line

� Tutor guide to ePortfolios

� Guidelines to ePortfolio implementation and tools for 
keyskills



KEY SKILLS in KEYPAL
� Communication in first language

� Communication in a second language

� Mathematical literacy and basic competences in science 
and technology

� ICT skills

� Learning-to-learn

� Interpersonal and civic competences

� Entrepreneurship

� Cultural awareness and expression

Working Group on Basic Skills, Foreign Language Teaching and 
Entrepreneurship



KEYPAL Pilot
What?

� Piloting the creation and development of an individual learning ePortfolio using
a variety of different ePortfolio tools

� Elgg: http://elgg.net
� Career Wales on line: www.careerwales.com
� Ynternet:  www.cooperation.net

Who?

� Groups of young adults in 5 countries (D, FR, UK, SI, CH))

Why?

� See to what extent ePortfolio development will:
� improve their level of key skills
� valorise their level of key skills
� enable them to integrate the world of training and work

When?

� September 05 to Spring 06



For more information 
About KEYPAL...

� KEYPAL website www.eife-l.org/activites/keypal

� Access to KEYPAL results please contact me for access
to KEYPAL working space: angela.baker@eife-l.org

About ePortfolios...

� Come to our ePortfolio events:

ePortfolio Quebec:10 – 12 April 2006

ePortfolio 2006: Oct 2006 in the UK

� Join Europortfolio www.europortfolio.org


